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The  River — south  of  Qui  en  Snbe  Point. 


SUMMARY  AND  FINDINGS 

Following   is  a    list  of   important  "Findings"  summarized   from   the 
narrative  of    the  Detailed  Analysis: 

1.  The  Lower  Colorado  River  Master  Unit  offers  a  substantial 
array  of   recreation  opportunities  and  natural    resources  which 
should  be  managed  and  developed   for    the   public  good. 

2.  It  has   been  estimated    that  government  can  safely   invest  up   to 
eight  million  dollars  annually  along   the   river  with    the 
investment  amortized    through   personal,    recreation  benefits    to 
the  publ ic. 

3.  The  major  portion  of   the  Public  Domain  within    the  Master  Unit 
can   realize   its   highest  and   best  use   through  multiple  use 
management.      The   "Multiple  Use   Lands"  must  be  managed   in 
coordination  with    the  developments   adjacent    to   the   river. 

k.  The  Plcacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Management  Withdrawal   will    be 

managed  on  a  multiple  use  basis  and  should   be  expanded   to 
include   river  front    lands  or    to   include   the  use  of   river  front 
lands   for   recreation  purposes. 

5.  Much  of    the   natural    resource  management  within    the  Master  Unit 
should   be  conducted  cooperatively  between    the   Bureau  of  Land 
Management  and  other  government  agencies. 

6.  The   Bureau's    recreation  program  will    consist  of    two  phases, 
(1)    Bureau  of  Land  Management  development  of    recreation  areas 
and  sites,    and    (2)    lease  or    title    transfer  of   recreation  areas 
and  si  tes. 

7.  The   Bureau  will    develop  wildlife   programs   on    the  multiple  use 
lands  of    the  Public  Domain    in  cooperation  with  state  and   federal 
fish  and  game  agencies. 

8.  The  existing  access   and  cadastral    survey  within    the  Master  Unit 
will    be    improved. 

9.  The   Bureau's  Mineral    Program   in    the  Master  Unit  will    consist 
of    three   phases,    (l)    Material    Sales,    (2)    Trespass  Abatement, 

and    (3)    Validity  determinations  of   claims  and   patent  applications. 

10.  The   Bureau's   Range  and  Watershed  activities  will    play  a  minor 

role. 
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!l.  A    land  disposition   program  wf  1)    be   initiated   to    (I)   eliminate 

land   from  Federal    ownership  which    is   not  needed   in  any  Federal 
program,    (2)    stimulate    the  River  economy,    (3)    satisfy   future 
residential    requirements,   and    (k)    to  satisfy    land  applications 
and  exchange   programs. 

12.  Recreation  ano  Public  Purpose    lands  will    be  available    through 
lease  and    title    transfer. 

13.  The  Whipple  Mountains  and  the  Parker  Strip  should  be  developed 
as  a  single  recreation  complex  by  a  competent  state  or  federal 
agency.      The   bureau  ov   Land  Management  could  accomplish    this 

task. 

)k.  Towns i tes  will  be  developed  for  the  primary  purpose  of  supplying 

homes i tes  for  displaced,  unauthorized  occupants. 

15.    Withdrawn  lands,  which  are  not  needed  for  reclamation  purposes 
should  be  restored  to  Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  their 
development  should  be  administered  through  a  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  office. 
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DETAILED  ANALYSIS  OF   THE 

NEEDLES,    PARKER,    BLYTHE,   ANO  PICACHO 

PROGRAM  AREAS 

I  INTRODUCTION 

Purpose  and   Objectives 

The  primary  purpose  of   this    report   is    to  set   forth  specific 

information  of  sufficient   intensity    in  order   to  describe  and 

correlate  all    Bureau  of   Land  Management  programs    identified 

in    the  "Initial  Analysis  of   the  Lower  Colorado  River  Master 

Unit". 

This   Detailed  Analysis    is   designed   to  accomplish    the   following 
objectives: 

1.  Describe  all    Bureau  of  Land  Management   resource  manage- 
ment  programs   and    to  correlate    these  programs  wi  th 
appropriate   real    estate    tenure  adjustments. 

2.  Identify  all    lands    to  be  managed   in  Federal    ownership 
and    to   identify  all    lands    to  be    title    transferred. 

In  addition   to    the  above,    the   reader  should  be  cognizant  of    the  purpose 
for   the  various   "headings  '   set   forth    in    this    report.      The   "Introduction" 
is   partially  abstracted   from   the    Initial   Analysis  and   is  herein  utilized 
as  a   geographic  orientation    to    the  Program  Areas.      The  next  heading, 
entitled   "Programs  and  Plans    for    the  Public  Domain  Lands",    contains    two 
Important  elements.      They  are    (l)    Resource  Management  Programs  and    (2) 
Real    Estate  Management  Programs. 
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Under  "Resource  Management  Programs",    there   Is   set   forth 
the  various  management   plans   and  programs   now   In  operation 
or  needed   In    the  near   future.      Under  "Real    Estate  Manage- 
ment Programs",    there   is   set  forth    the   required   land 
tenure  adjustment  programs   necessary   to   implement   the 
management  phase. 

In    the  pocket  of    this    report   is    the  land  Use  Map    (Plate  V)  . 
This  map  indicates   present  and  future  Bureau  actions 
pertaining   to    land  management  and    land  disposition.      The 
map  does   not  necessarily   indicate  highest  and  best   use. 
In  most  Master  Units  e   complete  Detailed  Analysis    is      f* 
written  for  each   Program  Area;    however,    the    limited 
acreaqe  of  each  Program  Area,    the  similar    land  pattern 
and    the  similar    land  use  potential    of   the  program  areas 
makes    the  writing  of   four   individual    reports   unnecessary 
for    the   Lower  Colorado  River  Master  Unit. 


Even    though    the  Needles,    Parker,    Blythe  and  Picacho 
Program  Areas   are  distinct  units    In   regards    to  many 
cultural,    economic  and    topographic   features,    there  are 
sufficient  similarities   between    the  program  areas   so 
that  one   Detailed  Analysis   can  accomplish  all    the  neces- 
sary objectives.      Therefore,    the   four  Program  Areas 
(Plate   II)   will    be  discussed   in  only  one  "Detailed 
Ana lysis'  . 
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The   remaining  portion  of   this   "Introduction"   Is   partially 
abstracted   from   the   Initial   Analysis  of    the  Lower  Colorado 
River  Master  Unit  and   Is   herein  presented    to  orient   the 
reader   to   the  various   natural,    cultural    and  economic   condi- 
tions  existing  along   the  Lower  River. 

Physical    Features 

Location  and  Size 

This  fetal  led  Analysis  covers    the  entire  Lower  Colorado  River 
Master  Unit  within  California    (Plate    1).      The  Master  Unit, 
within  California,    includes    the  easternmost  portions  of  San 
Bernardino,    Riverside  and   Imperial    Counties   and   involves 
approximately    1,200,000  acres  of  which  over  756,000  acres   are 
Public  Domain.      The  Public  Domain  Lands  within    the   Individual 
program  areas  are  as   follows: 

Needles  180,000  acres 

Parker  300,000  acres 

Blythe  126,000  acres 

Plcacho  150,000  acres 

To ta I  75<S,000  acres 

The  Public  Domain  Lands   consist  of  unappropriated  Public  Lands 
that  are   reserved   for  particular  purposes   and  may  not  be  appro- 
priated until    classified  and  opened   to  entry.      These    lands  are 
not    to  be  confused  with    reclamation  withdrawal    or   fish  and  wild- 
life withdrawal    lands. 

Physiography 

The   physiography  of    the  Master   Unit   is  characterized  by    three 
major   land  features    (l)    seven,   east-west  mountain    ranges,    (2) 
intervening  valleys  and  alluvial    basins  and    (3)    the  Colorado 
River. 

The  elevation   range   is   from  sea    level    to   1,000  feet   in    the 

basin  areas  with    the  mountain   ranges   attaining  elevations  of 

3,000    to  5,000   feet,    particularly   In    the  north  half  of    the 
Master  Unl  t. 

The  most  spectacular  physiographic   feature   is,    of  course,    the 
Lower  Colorado  River.      The   river   flows   southward   in  a  sinuous 
course  220  miles    long  and  one-quarter  mile  wide.      The   flood 
plain  of    the   river   is   six   to  eight  miles    In  width  and   Is  marked 
by  numerous   channels,    oxbow   lakes  and  well    defined   terraces. 
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Geology 

The  mountain   ranges  within    the  Master  Unit  are  a   complex  of 
Pre-Cambrlan  schist,    gneiss  and   granite  overlain   by  Lower 
Paleozoic   limestones  and  schists  and   Intruded   by  early  Paleozoic 
Granites.      Tertiary  volcanlcs  are  exposed   in   several    places  and 
overlay    the  older   rocks. 

The  surrounding  desert   flats   and  basins   are  mostly  Quaternary 
sands   or  alluvium  and    the   flood  plains  are   recent  alluvial 
fine  sediments. 

During   the  Cenezolc,    uplift  of   the    land  steepened    the   river 
profile  and   Intensified    the  headwa rd  erosion.      As    the   rivet- 
continued    to  erode,    great  alluvial    depths   developed   In    the 
delta    region   south  of  Yuma  and  eventually   isolated    the    Imperial 
Volley  from   the  Gulf  of  California.      The   river,    on  occasion, 
would   break   its   ae!  ta   banks  and  flow   into    the    Imperial    Valley 
and    there  create  a   great    lake  which   periodically   filled  and 
evaporated  as    the   river  alternated    its    flow   into    the  valley 
and    into    the  Gulf  of  California. 

C 1  i  ma  te 

The   region    is   arid.      The  summer  climate   is   severe  with 
temperatures  exceeding   100  degrees   F.    for  extended  periods 
of    time,    and  occasionally   readings  of   130   degre«s  F.   are 
reported.      Winter    temperatures   are  mild   but   invigorating. 
Minimum    temperatures    range   from  about   5  degrees   F.    upward. 
January  averages  are  about  !>0  degrees  F. 

Rainfall    is   sparse  and  annual    precipitation  averages   between 
three  and  five   inches.      The  heaviest  storm  periods   occur   i  ft 
August  and  during   the  winter. 

Soils  and  Vegetation 

Most  soils  within   the  Master  Unit  are  unmapped  desert  soils 
of  sandy  alluvial    nature;    however,   within   the   bottom    land 
areas  of  Needles,    Parker,    Blythe  and  Yuma   are  well    drained 
valley   floor  soils  which  are  highly  productive  and  under 
intensive  cultivation. 

Vegetation   falls  within    the  Lower  Sonoran  Life  Zone.      The 
mountainous   areas  are  sparsely  vegetated  by    low  shrubs   and 
cacti .      The  alluvial    flats  are  clothed  with   grasses,    cacti, 
ironwood,    Inclenso,    palo  verde,    creosote  bush  and  sage.      The 
bottom    lands   along   the   river  are  covered  by  smoke  tree, 
phreotaphytes ,   mesquite,    screwbean,    cottonwoods,    saltcedar, 
arrowweed,    cattail    and  bulrush. 
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Animal    Life 

The  heaviest  animal    populations  within   the  Master  Unit  are  on   the 
bottomlands   and   In   the   river,      Here  are   found   beaver,    rabbit,   muskrat, 
trout,    crapple,    bream  and  bass.      The  uplands   are  populated  by  deer, 
burros,    bighorn  sheep,   migratory  waterfowl,   quail   and  dove. 

Cultural   Features 

Population 

The  Master  Unit  and  surrounding  area    Is    In  a   strategic  position 
situated  between    the  phenomlnal    growth  -areas  of  Southern  California 
and  Arizona. 

An  analysis  of   population  densities  along   the   river   indicates    that 
the  greatest  concentrations  of  people  are   In   the  valley   regions   near 
agricultural    centers  and  main  highways.      The   intervening  areas  are 
sparsely   populated  except  for  small    settlements,    resorts  and  small 
agricultural   endeavors. 

Population  data  obtained  from  San   Bernardino,    Riverside  and   Imperial 
Counties    indicates    that    the  present  population  of   the  Master  Unit   is 
10,000    to   12,000.      Population  projections    to    the  year   1980  and   the 
year  2000  are  nebulous.      Based  on    the  best  available   information, 
there  should  be  at   least  a   30,000   population   by   1980  and  about  a 
70,000  population  by  2000    (Appendix   I). 

Urban   population   growth  figures    in  and  near    the  Master  Unit  are 
as   follows: 

1930  1940  1950  I960 

Needles 

8 1 y  the 

Yuma    (Ariz.) 

Parker   (Ariz.) 

3«&£*SS   ond    the  area  around  Needles  has   presently  a    total    population 
of  6,256.      Blythe  and   the  area  around  Blythe  has   a    total    population 
of    13,226. 

Urban  Areas 

Needles    is    the  principal    urban   center    in   the  Master  Unit.      Needles 
is  somewhat   isolated   from  major  economic  centers.      It   Is  virtually 
without  agriculture    (18  farms),    there  are  no  mineral    resources  and 
only  5%  of    the  work  force   is    involved   in  manufacturing;    hence, 
Needles   Is   decidedly  dependent  on   tourism  and   recreation.      The  entire 
area  of  Needles    is    travel    and   recreational  ly  oriented  with  numerous 
hotel-motel    and  service   businesses    In  operation. 
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The  Blythe-Palo  Verde  Valley  Area   Is  just  beyond    the   limits 
of   the  Master  Unit.      This    region    is  almost   totally  developed 
to  agricultural    produce  and   recreation- tourism.      The  area  has 
a  crop  value  of  $20,000,000.      Of   the  6,000   persons  employed 
within   the  Blythe  area,    3,700  are  agriculturally  oriented. 

Just  across    the   river   from  Yuma  and  extending  north    to   Imperial 
0am   is    the  agricultural,    Bard-Wl  nterhaven   region.      The  population 
here   is    1,520  with    the    town  of  Winterhaven,    located  on  U.S. 
Highway  80,    having  a   population  of  600. 

Transportation  and  Access 

The    transportation  net  within    the  Master  Unit   is   generally 
poor  except  within  agricultural   areas  and  near  major  highways. 
All    other   intervening  areas   have  dirt  access  or  no  access 
(Plate   III). 

There  are   two   transcontinental    railroads   crossing   the  Master 
Unit,    (l)    Southern  Pacific  at  Yuma  and    (2)    Atchison,    Topeka 
and  Santa  Fe    through  Needles.      Airline  connections   can  be  made 
at  Blythe  and  Yuma. 

The  highway  net   is   primarily  designed  for  "through"    traffic. 
U.S.    Highway  80  at  Yuma,    60-70  at  Blythe  and  66  at  Needles  are 
all   major  high  speed   roads  extending  from   the  heavily  populated 
coastal    areas    to  eastern  points  across    the  nation. 

Industry  and  Economics 

The  most    important   industries,    for    the  purposes  of    this    report, 
are    those   basic   industries  which  sustain   the   river  economy. 
Those   industries  are  as   follows: 

Reclamation,   Water  and  Power 
Recreation  and  Tourism 
Agriculture  and  Livestock 
Wi ldlife 
Mining 

Reclamation,    Water  and    Power 

The  construction  of  a   series   of  storage  and  diversion  dams 
along   the  Lower  River  has   furnished  security  and  assurance 
of  a  continuous  and  controlled  supply  of  water.      These  dams 
include: 

1 .  Parker  0am 

2.  Palo  Verde  0am 

3.  Imperial  0am 
k.  Laguna  Dam 

-6- 


•       . 


oriT 


■ 

: 


J-  /^~/-'       25  T  "-,nv-t  ■>., 

Vvfmyg0^/J[f  Somerton      /~^/ci  T ^      '//fa 

V\o  ):  V  G«d»den 


These  dams  were  constructed  for    the  purpose  of  storing  water 
for  domestic  and  agricultural    use,    for  hydroelectric   power, 
for  controlling  flood  waters  and   for   recreational    pursuits. 

The  use  and  availability  of  water  along   the  Lower  Colorado 
River   is   subject   to  several   agreements,    treaties  and  acts. 
As  a    result  of    these  numerous   agreements,    etc.,    the  State  of 
California   has  established   the   following  water  priorities: 

1.  Palo  Verde  —  water  for   10^,500  acres 

2.  Yuma  —  water  for  25,000  acres 

3.  Imperial,   Coachella,   Palo  Verde  —  3,850,000 
acre  feet  of  water  minus  amounts  under  #1    and  #2 

k.  Metropolitan  ~  550,000  acre  feet 

5.  Metropolitan  --  662,000  acre  feet 

6.  Imperial,   Coachella  and  Palo  Verde  —   300,000 
acre  feet 

7.  Agricultural    use   in  Colorado  River  Basin   in 
California  --  all    remain! ng  water. 

California  and  Arizona  have    long  been   in  contention  and 
controversary  over   the  Colorado  River  Water  allocations. 
The  dispute  between   the   two  states  was  carried   to   the  Supreme 
Court   in    1952,   and   In    19&0  Special   Master  Rifklnd   Issued  a 
"famous1     report,    unfavorable   to  California.      Essentially,    the 
result  of   this    report  could  eliminate   the  water  under  priorities 
four    to  seven   from  California   use. 

Recreation  and  Tourism 

Even    though  water,    power,    and  agriculture  hove    long  been    the 
leading  industries,    the   recreation  potential    along   the  Lower 
Colorado    .River   Is   so  great   that  Federal,    State     County  and 
private  groups  have  given   top  priorities   to   this  stretch  of 
the   river  and  have  shown  considerable   interest   in  planning  and 
development  of   the  recreation   resources. 

The  Lower  River  contains  an  abundance  of   recreation  opportunities 
and  existing   recreation  areas.      Along   the  entire    length  of    the 
Lower  River  are  small    resorts,    trailer  parks,   campsites,   marinas, 
hunting  areas,    riding-hiking    trails  and  areas  of  scenic  and 
historical    Importance. 

Some  of    the  more  popular  areas  are  as   follows: 


1. 

Needles 

2. 

Topock  Gorge 

3. 

Lake  Havasu 

k. 

Whipple  Mountains 

5. 

Eleven  Mi  le  Stri  p 

6. 

Quien  Sabe 

7. 

Blythe 

8. 

P I cacho 

9. 

Imperial  Dam  Area 
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Presently,   most   recreation  sites,    spas,    or  areas   are  sub- 
marginal    in  quality  and  quantity,    however,   with   proper 
planning  and  coordination   between    the  various    involved 
agencies      the  great    recreation   potential    of    the  Lower  River 
can  be   real ized. 

In   1959   It  was  estimated   that   nearly  four  million  visitor 
days  were  spent  along   the   Lower  River.      It  has   been  esti- 
mated   that   the   population  within  a    radius   of   300  miles,    by 
1^75,   will    increase   recreation  demand  along    the   river    to 
nearly  6  million  visitor  days. 

Assuming   that  we  presently  have  a   four  million  visitor- 
day  annual    rate,   we    then  can  calculate   that    the  personal 
benefits   derived   from   river   recreation  would  approximate 
8  million  dollars  annually.      This   calculation*  is   based 
on  established  benefit  averages   and    is   herein  used   to  present 
an  approximate   relation  of    recreation  cost  amortization   through 
personal    benefits.      It  appears    that  up   to  8  million  dollars  a 
year  could  be  safely   Invested  by  Government  along   this   River 
stretch  while  assuming    the   following: 

1.  This   figure  does   not    represent  secondary  values 
such  as    Improved  health,    reduced  crime   rate, 
enchancement  of    the   local    economy,    and   increased 
tax  base. 

2.  This   figure   is    representative  of    recreational 
enjoyment  for  which    there   is   no  expenditure   by 
the   recreatlonisi  and   for  which    the   state   Is 
not  directly   reimbursed. 

3.  The   figure   is   derived  without   regard   to  costs  of 
providing    the   recreation  facilities. 

k.  It   is  exclusive  of   differences   in    taste  or  health. 

Agriculture  and  Livestock 

In    1923    the  Palo  Verde   Irrigation  District  was   formed  by  a 
special    act  of    the  Legislature.      The  District  now  embraces 
104,500  acres  of   bottom   lands  and    17   $00  acres  of  adjoining 
lands  on  Palo  Verd&  Mesa.      Presently,    there  are  80,000  acres 
under  cultivation  with  a  crop  value  of  $20,000,000    including 
beef  and  sheep  production. 


*Land  Economics,   August   1958,   Measurement  of  Recreation  Benefits 
by  A.    H.    Tlce  and  S.    E.   Wood. 
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Heading  the  crop  production  spiral  for  1^61  was  cotton  valued 
at  $7.6  million.  Other  important  crops  are  alfalfa,  lettuce, 
and  cantaloupes. 

Across    the   river   from  Yuma    is   Bard-Winterhaven  area  consisting 
of  approximately   15,000  acres    In   164  farms  under   intensive 
cultivation   to  cereals,    forage,    field  crops,   vegetables,   seeds, 
fruits  and  nuts.      During   1961,    the    total    gross  crop  value  was 
$2,454,451  with  a    total    irrigated  area  of   10,960  acres    indi- 
cating a   gross   crop  value   per  acre  of  $224.23. 

Livestock  production   in   feed    lots,    particularly  at  Blythe, 
has   become  a   flourishing   industry.      The  mechanization  of   feed 
mixtures  and  special    concentrates  offers  many  advantages    to 
maturing  cattle   in   feed    lots. 

Wildlife 

The  Lower  Colorado  River  Master  Unit   is  one  of    the  most  unique 
in  California    ]n   regards    to  wildlife   resources.     Within    the 
Master  Unit  are    two  separate  National   Wildlife  Refuges   under 
the  administration  of    the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife, 

The    Imperial    Refuge  extends    from  below   the   Imperial    0am,    36 
miles   upstream,   and  encompasses   47,000  acres    in   both  California 
and  Arizona. 

Havasu   Lake  Refuge  extends   from  Parker  Dam,    55  miles   upstream 
to  Needles,   and  encompasses  46,000  acres    in  California  and 
Arizona. 

Ml nlng 

Mining  within    the  Master  Unit  has   never   been  significant. 
Limited  production  has   been   reported  and  only  small    deposits 
are   known. 

The  most   important  mineral    production   in    the  Master  Unit   is 
sand  and   gravel   and  decorative  stone.      This   production   Is 
growing  yearly  and  may   become  an   important  economic  factor. 

Land  Use  Coordination 

In   1961,    the  Secretary  of    the   Interior  established    the  Lower 
Colorado  River  Land  Use  Office  at  Yuma,   Arizona.      This  office, 
has  operated  in   three  capacities      (l)    solving   the   trespass 
problem  along   the   river,    (2)    initiating  a    regional    land  use 
plan   for    lands   near    the   river,    and    (3)    coordinating  Federal, 
state,    county  and  private  activities  along   the   river. 
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Trespass   has    long  been  a    Land  Management  problem  on    the  Reclamation 
withdrawn    lands  along   the   river.      Approximately  800    trespass   cases 
have   been   recorded,   extending  from   the  Nevada   border    to    the 
International    boundary,    with  more    than  half    the    total    trespass 
figure    in  California. 

The  Land  Use  Office  has  offered    leases,    expiring   In   I96i>,    to   the 
unauthorized  occupants.      This    lease   program  allows   s:fficient   time 
for    the  occupants    to    re-locate.      Should    the    trespassed    lands   not 
be  needed    (for   recreation,    etc.)    by    1965.    then  new   lease  arrange- 
ments  could  be   initiated    through    the  Land  Use  Office.      At  present, 
the   Land  Use  Office  has   authorized  approximately  600-700    leases. 

In  connection  with    the   partial    solving  of    the    trespass   problem, 
the  Land  Use  Office  prepared  a    regional    land  use  plan   for    the 
Lower  Colorado  River.      This   plan    (Plate  VIII    in   Initial    Analysis) 
Involves  a   comprehensive  analysis  of   potential    highest  uses   for 
lands  within    the  Master  Unit. 

In   developing    the    land  use  plan,    the   Land  Use   Office   became 
Involved   in    the  coordination  and  cooperation  of    the  numerous 
interests   competing   for  uses  along  both   sides   of    the  Lower   River. 
In    the  aforementioned  capacity,    the  Land  Use  Office   requested 
that  any    land  use   plans    for    the   Public   Domain   be  compattj^]^  wi  th 
the   planned  uses   for   lands  adjacent   to    the   river  which  are 
primarily  under   Reclamation  Withdrawal. 

With    this   concept    in  mind,    the   Bure?"   of   Land  Management  has 
initiated  certain  preliminary  plans  and  studies   for    the   Public 
Domain  within    the  Lower  Colorado   River  Master  Unit.      These 
preliminary   plans  and  studies   have  not  necessarily  precluded 
those   lands   under  Reclamation  Withdrawal    for  which    there   is  a 
Bureau  of  Land  Management   responsibility   to  administer   those 
lands  consistent  with    the   primary  purpose  of    the  withdrawals. 

The   remainder  of    this  Detailed  Analysis  will    set  forth   certain 
management   plans  and  studies  and   correlate    these   plans  with 
appropriate    lands  actions. 
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II  PROGRAMS  AMO  PLANS   FOR  THE   PUBLlI   DOMAIN   LANDS 

This   portion  of    the   De  la  lied  An*  lysis    Is   devoted    to   the 
Identification  of   ail    lands    to  be  managed  and   to  be   title 
transferred  by    the  Bureau,   and    to  describe  all    Bureau  of 
Lond  Management   resource  management  programs   and   to  correlate 
these  programs  with  appropriate   land   tenure  adjustments  and 
programs. 

I  i  can  safely  be  stated   that  most  future  benefits  accruing 
to  the   river  valley  and   to   the  entire  Master  Unit   (and   there- 
by   imparted   to  surrounding   regions)   will    in  some  manner  be 
related   to   recreation  development  and  proper  utilization  of 
all    natural    resources. 

With    the  above   in  mind   the   first   task   is    to  analyze    the 
existing   land  pattern  and   tenure. 

Land  Pattern  and  Tenure 

The   land  ownership  pattern  within    the  California  portion  of 
the  Master  Unit   is  a  complex  of  Federal    lands,    Indian   lands, 
State   lands,   county   lands  and  private  ownerships    (Plate   IV 
tni  tial   Analysis). 

The  most  significant    land  managing  agency  adjacent    to   the 
river   Is    the  Bureau  of  Reclamation.      The  original   withdrawals 
by    the  Bureau  were   to  assure   river  control,    adequate   rights- 
of-way  for  water   resource  projects,   powerlines,    borrow  areas 
and  related  projects. 
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The  Bureau  now  has  approximately   123,000  acres   under    their 
jurisdiction  within  California. 

Indian   lands   in    the  subject  four  program  areas  are 
contained  within   four   reservations,    as   follows: 

1.  Colorado  River  38,336  acres 

2.  Chemehuevi  23,224  acres 

3.  Fort  Mojave  8,661   acres 

k.  Fort  Yuma  5,132  acres 

Total  84,353  acres   In  California 

The  Colorado  River,    Fort  Yuma,   and  Fort  Mojave  Reservations 

together  have  approximately   110  miles  of   river  shoreline. 

These   lands  are  held   In    trust  for    the   Indians   by    the 

United  States  Government,    but   the  use  of    the    lands  will 

largely  depend  on   the  wishes  of   the    Indians. 

The  United  States   Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
has    two  Wildlife   Refuges   along   the  Lower  River,    (l)    Havasu 
Refuge  and    (2)    Imperial    Refuge.      These  Refuges  are  primarily 
on  Reclamation   lands   and  satisfy    the   responsibility  of 
managing  a  portion  of    the  Nation's  migratory   bird   resource. 

Private  lands  within  the  Master  Unit  involve  some  small 
scattered  holdings  near  the  river  and  larger-contiguous 
parcels  away   from   the   river  and  near   the  urban  centers. 

State  ownerships  along   the   river  are  scattered  and  generally 
consist  of  school    lands,   Section's   16  and  36   in  each 
township. 
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The  most  significant,  present  State  Management  area  is  the 
new  State  Park  at  Picacho.   This  State  Park  involves  some 
acquired  private  lands  along  the  waterfront  and  will  also 
depend  on  the  possible  future  transfer  of  Reclamation  lands 
and  Public  Domain  Lands  to  the  state. 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  jurisdiction  involves  about 
BOO, 000  acres  which  lie  in  an  almost  solid  block  along  the 
west  portion  of  the  Master  Unit  and  extends  east  to  within 
a  few  miles  of  the  river  in  some  places. 

Administrative  Jurisdiction 

At  this  point  In  the  Detailed  Analysis,  it  is  proper  to 
inventory  the  position  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
In  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  other  involved  agen- 
cies along  the  river. 

A  study  of  the  status  map  In  the  Initial  Analysis  indicates 
that  nearly  all  the  land  within  the  Master  Unit,  excluding 
Indian  land  and   private  holdings  at  Needles,  Blythe  and 
Winterhaven,  is  under  Bureau  of  Land  Management  or  Reclamation- 
WI  ldllfe  jurisdiction. 

As  previously  stated,  Reclamation  lands  were  withdrawn  for 

the  purpose  of  river  control.   Should  these  lands,  excluding 

the  Wildlife  Refuges,  not  prove  necessary  for  river  control 

a  revocation  and  restoration  would  be  proper  and  the  lands 

would  then  return  to  the  admi  n?  strati  on  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 

Management. 
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However,  as  the  occupancy  trespass  problem  increased  on  the 
Reclamation  lands  along  the  river,  It  was  deemed  necessary 
that  a  special  agency  with  special  authority  be  established 
to  dispense  the  trespass  situation  and  to  study  the  land  use 
needs  of  the  Lower  River.   This  office,  is  the  Lower 
Colorado  River  Land  Use  Office. 

Based  on  the  Lower  River  studies,  a  Land  Use  Plan  was 
developed,  with  certain  recommendations  being  presented  for 
the  tenure  and  development  of  lands  now  under  Reclamation 
Withdrawal.   These  tenure  and  development  plans,  in  part, 
Involve  the  free  lease  of  many  valuable  properties  to  the 
various  county  governments,  as  well  as  recommending  tenure 
arrangements  to  the  states  for  parks  and   recreation  areas. 
(Plate  VIM  ~  Initial  Analysis). 

At  the  present  time,  the  planning  and  proposed  development 
of  the  Reclamation  lands,  which  are  proper  for  other  uses 
than  river  control,  has  been  administered  through  the  Land 
Use  Office.   It  is  not  clearly  recognized  what  role  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  will  play  In  administering  the 
development  of  those  Reclamation  lands. 

Therefore,  this  report  Is  primarily  concerned  with  the 
Public  Domain  Lands  and  lands  presently  under  proposed 
restoration  from  Reclamation  Withdrawal.   However,  this 
report  also  Includes  certain  findings  and  recommendations 
which  involve  the  use  of  other  lands  along  the  river. 


■ 
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Resource    Inventory 

The  Public  Domain  Land   is   physically   related   to   the   lands 
adjacent    to   the    river,   and   is  economically  dependent  on 
these   lands.      It  can  safely  be  stated   that  most  future 
benefits  accruing   to    the  River  Valley  will    in  some  manner 
be   related    to   recreation  development  and  proper   utilisation 
of  all    natural    resources.      Since   recreation   is    the  primary 
theme  of    the  Lower  Colorado  River  Land  Use  Plan,    the   greater 
portion  of    the  Public  Domain  Lands   should  be  administered 
consistent  with   recreation  and  natural    resource  conservation. 

The  majority  of    the  Public  Domain  Lands  consist  of  vast 
desert  stretches  and  sharply  eroded  mountain   ranges.      There 
are   few  inhabited  areas  and  a  minimum  of   roads.      The   region 
offers   numerous    -pportunf  ties   for    the   recreatlonlst  and 
tourist  who  seek  an  experience   In  a  pristine  desert  environ- 
ment of   unique   beauty. 

The  major  portion  of    the   region  can  best   realize   its   highest 
use    through    the  multiple  use  management  of   its  many   resources, 


• 
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Resource  Management  Programs 
Introduction 

This  section  of  the  Detailed  Analysis  deals  with  the  manage- 
ment of  Public  Domain  Lands  which  are  primarily  valuable  for 
retention  in  Federal  Ownership.   These  lands  shall  be  managed, 
primarily  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  for  utilization  and 
protection  of  the  natural  resources. 

Mul ti  pie  Use  Lands 

The  majority  of  the  land  within  the  Lower  Colorado  River 
Master  Unit  possesses  sufficient  resource  potential  to  pre- 
clude most  title  transfers  or  sales  at  this  time.   The 
resources  within  the  Public  Domain  Lands,  are   worth  retaining 
in  Federal  ownership. 

The  Public  Domain  Lands  are  endowed  with  the  following  resource 
qua) i  ties. 

1.  Recreation  potential 

2.  Scenic   buffer  for   the  valuable   riverfront   lands 

3.  Wildlife  hab?  tat 
k.  Mineral    resources 

5.  Natural    study  area 

6.  Limited   range  and  watershed  values 

7.  Urban  and   industrial    development   potential 

8.  Land   reserve   for   future  uses   not   presently  contemplated. 

These   resources  are  of  such  quality  as    to  warrant  continued 

Federal    ownership  and  are   important    a«  a   future  stabilizing  factor 

in   the  general    River  economy. 
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Therefore,  much  of  the  unappropriated  public  land  within  the 
Master  Unit  is  primarily  valuable  for  utilization  under  a 
multiple  use  concept*   The  multiple  use  lands  are  shown  on 
the  Land  Use  Hap  (Plate  V).   These  lands  are  primarily 
valuable  for  recreation  and  wildlife  perpetuation.   The  Bureau 
will  improve  and  develop  access  within  these  lands  and  also 
develop  trails,  campsites,  etc.   The  recreation  use  of  the 
"Multiple  Use  Lands"  must  be  coordinated,  through  access  and 
otherwise,  with  the  various  parks  and  recreation  points  along 
the  river.   Where  a  park  is  developed,  lying  between  the 
"Multiple  Use  Lands"  and  the  river,  free  access  must  be  main- 
tained from  the  "Multiple  Use  Lands"  to  the  river. 

Urban  development  areas  will  eventually  be  developed  on  some 
of  the  "Multiple  Use  Lands".   These  potential  urban  areas  are 
not  shown  on  Plate  V  because  their  development  is  not  in  the 
forseeable  future. 

Certain  lands,  because  of  their  very  important  resource  nature, 
have  been  and  will  be  set  aside  by  withdrawal  and  will  be 
intensely  managed  under  the  multiple  use  principle.   Such  land 
is  the  Picacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Management  area  established 
November  9,  1962. 

Land  and  Wildlife  Management  Areas 

The  Picacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Management  area   was  established 
under  Executive  Order  No.  10355  In  order  to  develop,  conserve, 
utilize  and  maintain  the  natural  resources,  including  the 
recreation  and  wildlife  resources  (Plate  V) . 
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Chapter  I — Sureau  o?  Land  Manage- 
ment, Department  of  the  Inferior 

APPENDIX — PUBLIC   LAND   0P.D2RS 
[Public  Land  Order  2318] 
[Los  Angeles  0152613]  ^ 

CALIFORNIA 

Establishing  Picacho  Land  and  Wild- 
life Management  Area 

.^        ■   i  r  ii  ,.      '.,  .     ,    .  ^  Sis'  L:r,KAr.D;NO  ;.!lp.;o;a^ 

By  virtue  oi  the  authority  vested  in  *A5>  atmA' 

the  President,  and  pursuant  to  Executive  rr.  9  s..  R.  21  K., 

Order  No.  10355  of  May  26,  1052.  it  is  Sec.  22^WViv>W1/iSE',£.andSE$4S*.i4: 

ordered  as  follows:  Secs- 2j[ a"A? *■ 

1.  Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  £z'i  NWiHunsurvcycd) ; 

following-described  public  lands  in  Cal-  Scc'  10; 

ifornia  are  hereby  withdrawn  from  ap-  Sec. 22, NEVi.NW.&.andSVi; 

plication  under  the  nonmineral  public'  Sec.  34-.  0 

land  laws  and  from  disposition  under  i1  sv  ?' ^V-TV'  r  ,„-, . 

i  j        j  j.     n         j  j  •  SCC.  l.lOtS  o  tO  G,  1.1C1, 

the  homestead,  desert  land,  and  scrip  Scc_  2; 

selection  laws,   and  designated  as  the  sec.  3.  lots  3  to  G.  iacl.; 

Picacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Management  sees.  10. 12.  and  i<:                  .               . 

Area,  to  be  managed  by  the  Bureau  of  Sec.  23.  ^  g&SWfc.  KWKSWK.  -SWV4 

Land  Management  for  the  development,  Sc,s  04  26.  and  34. 

conservation,    utilization    and    mainte-  -»t.  12s'.,"r'.2i'e., 

nance  of  their  natural  resources,  includ-  -•■  sees.  2. 10, 12,  ana  14;  ■ 

ing  their  recreational  and  wildlife  re-  sec  15.S54: 

Socs.21  to  23,  lncl.: 
SOUTCeSJ  Sccs.2Gto2D.incl.: 

•    The  areas  described  aggregate  approx-      .      Sccs- 31  *°  3£- toc1, 

imately  44  6S5  acres.  se^.^c  i'ncl.  (unsurveyed) . .   ' 

2.  For  the  purpose  of  furthering  the       __T  1:  s   R>  22  E.. 
objectives  of  this  order,  the  Bureau  of  Secs."l8  and  30. 
Land   Management   shall    manage    the       **T.  13  s.,  R.  22  E.. 
lands  in  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  Sec.  7. 

.  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  the  State 
of  California  (through  its  appropriate 
agencies  and  instrumentalities),  and  _ 
with  such  other  interested  parties  as  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management,  the  State, 
and  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  may  agree  should  participate  in 
the  appropriate  development,  conserva- 
tion, Utilization,  and  maintenance  of  the 
lands  and  their  resources. 

3.  This  order  shall 'not  prevent  the 
grant  of  a  highway  right-of-way  made 
by  section  2-177,  United  States  Revised 
Statutes  (42  U.S.C.  032) ,  from  becoming 
effective  as  to  any  lauds  described  herein  . 
which  may^Kcw  or  hereafter  be  included 
in  a  valid  app^eatioii  for  such  right-of- 
way,  provided,  that  the  applicant  there- 
for shall  first  comply  with  such  stipula-  • 
tions  as  may  be  required  by  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  in  furtherance  of 
the  management  objectives  of  this  order. 

James  Iv.  Cars, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

November  9, 1062. 

[F.R.  Doc.   62-11480;    Piled.   Nov.   10,    10C2; 

3:47  a.m.] 


The  Picacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Area  will  be  marked  by  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  In  cooperation  with  the  State 
Department  of  Fish  and  &ame.      Fish  and  Game  will  generally 
be  responsible  for  wildlife  development  and  the  Bureau  will 
manage  most  other  aspects  of  the  land,  Including  recreation. 

This  withdrawal  establishes  tenure  for  long  range  management 
programs.  Management  programs  and  plans  for  the  Ptcacho 
Land  and  Wildlife  Management  area  have  not  been  perfected  at 
this  time;  however,  future  management  plans  should  incorporate 
a  (l)  wildlife  program,  (2)  recreation  program,  (3)  cadastral 
survey  and  access  program  (k)    land  acquisition  program  and 
(5)  minerals  program.   Such  programs  would  be  coordinated 
with  plans  on  adjacent  lands  along  the  River. 

The  above  mentioned  "land  acquisition  program1',  should  involve 
the  acquiring  of  private  lands  adjacent  to  the  River  as  well 
as  the  restoration  and  full  utilization  of  adjoining  Reclamation 
Withdrawn  lands.   The  Picacho  withdrawal  should  incorportate 
access  to  and  use  of  Riverfront  properties  by  acquiring  tenure 
or  through  cooperative  agreement.   The  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
could  develop  River  oriented  recreation  sites  east  of  the 
existing  Land  and  Wildlife  Withdrawal  and  north  of  the  proposed 
Plcacho  State  Park. 

The  lands  involved  within  the  Plcacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Withdrawal 
are   shown  on  the  "Land  Use  Map"  (Plate  V)  in  the  pocket  of  this 
report. 
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Aside  from  the  Plcacho  Withdrawal,  three  similar  proposals 
have  been  suggested  by  the  State  Department  of  Fish  and  Game. 
These  proposals  each  Involve  many  thousand  acres  and  are 
situated  west  of  Lake  Havasu,  wes  t  of  Qulen  Ssbe  Point  in  the 
Big  Maria  Mountains  and  west  of  the  existing  Picacho  Withdrawal. 
As  yet,  these  proposals  have  not  been  declared  as  land  and 
Wildlife  Management  Withdrawals. 

As  previously  stated,  the  majority  of  lands  within  the  Master 
Unit  are  proper  for  multiple  use  management.   If  any  future 
use  of  these  lands  tends  to  destroy  their  recreation,  wild- 
life or  scenic  qualities;  then,  additional  land  and  wildlife 
or  recreation  wi thdrawals  may  be  proper. 

Recreation 

Recreation  within  the  Lower  Colorado  River  Master  Unit  is, 

and  increasingly  will  be,  the  mainstay  of  the  economy. 

As  previously  stated,  the  Lower  Colorado  River  Land  Use 
Office  has  developed  a  "Land  Use  Plan"  which  is  largely  a 
result  of  the  overwhelming  demand  by  the  public  for  more  and 
more  recreation  opportunities  and  facilities.   The  Land  Use 
Plan  is  basically  a  sound  determination  of  the  highest  and 
best  use  for  most  of  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  River. 

It  should  be  realized  that  the  best  recreation  properties 

and  the  lands  now  receiving  the  heaviest  recreation  use 

are  along  the  river  and  In  areas  which  the  Land  Use  Plan  has 

slated  for  State  and  County  parks. 
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These    lands   comprise  only  a   small    portion  of    the  Public  Domain 
Lands    (Plate  VIII,    Initial   Analysis). 

With    the  above   In  mind,    It   is   proper    that    the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  utilize    the  Land  Use  Plan  as  a   guide    to    the  creation 
of   recreation  opportunities  on   those   lands  designated   for 
multiple  use  management  on   the  Public  Domain  Lands    (Plate  V). 

The   recreation  objectives   of    the  8ureau  of  land  Management 
within    the  Master  Unit  can  be   realized  under    two  action  programs, 
(l)    development  and  management  of  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
recreation  areas   and  sites,    and    (2)    title   transfer  or    lease  of 
recreation  properties    to  government  or  non-profit  agencies. 

The  action  programs   are  described  as   follows: 

1.  The   Bureau's    recreation  contributions   shall    begin  within 
the  Pi  cache  Land  and  Wildlife  Management  area.      The 
recreation  opportunities  and  objectives   shall    be  determined 
within  a   forthcoming  management  plan  of    the  Plcacho 

wi  thdrawal . 

Other  Bureau  developments  will  encompass  certain  areas  of 
the  Public  Oomain  now  considered  for  multiple  use  manage- 
ment, wherein  recreation  pressure  have  developed  to  the 
extent  that  facilities  are  necessary.   Recreation  develop- 
ment within  these  areas  can  be  the  direct  result  of  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  participation  or  development  by 
cooperation  with  other  agencies  such  as  the  California 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game.   The  recreation  developments 
will  consist  of  access,  trail*  camps,  etc. 

A  major  recreation  need  is  simply  the  preservation  of  the 
many  scenic  and  unique  mountain  ranges  and  valleys  within 
the  Master  Unit.   The  Integrity  of  the  outdoor  recreation 
facilities  along  the  Lower  River  are  largely  dependent 
upon  the  beauty  and  preservation  of  the  natural  landscape. 

2.  Title  transfers  or  leases  of  recreation  lands  will  be 
discussed  under  the  "Real  Estate  Management  Programs" 
section  of  this  report. 
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Wildlife 

The  Lower  Colorado  River  Master  Unit  Is  unique  as  a  haven  for  a 
variety  of  wildlife.   As  previously  stated,  the  majority  of  the 
wildlife  is  in  the  river  and  on  the  bottomlands  adjacent  to  the 
river.   However,  inland  from  the  river,  within  the  mountains  and 
valleys  of  the  Public  Domain,  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  upland 
game  birds,  burros,  bighorn  sheep  and  some  deer.   The  wildlife 
constitutes  a  valuable  resource  to  the  hunter,  a  sight- seer,  and 
natural  ist. 

Within  the  Picacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Management  Area,  the  perpetuation 
of  the  wildlife  will  largely  depend  on  management  by  the  State 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game  with  Bureau  approval.   Wildlife  on  the 
multiple  use  lands  of  the  Public  Domain  will  be  managed  by  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management.   Cooperation  with  the  State  Department 
of  Fish  and  Game  will  also  be  an  important  phase  of  this  management 
program. 

Bureau  management  programs  will  include  the  construction  of  guzzler 
devices,  development  of  access  and  trails,  and  development  of 
hunter  camps.  Any  recreation  developments  will  consider  the  wildlife 
and  hunter  needs. 

Roads.  Access  Survey 

The  improvement  of  roads,  access  and  the  existing  cadastral  survey 
on  the  Public  Domain  Lands  will  largely  depend  on  recreation  and 
urban  needs. 

Presently,  and  certainly  in  the  future,  the  access  within  the 

Public  Domain  and  the  entire  Master  Unit  must  be  improved. 
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This   can  be  accomplished   in  conjunction  with    the  Bureau's    recreation, 
wildlife  and   towns ite  programs. 

Presently,  the  State  Division  of  Highways  is  planning  a  major 
highway  from  Glamis  to  Blythe  (Plate  III).  This  highway  will 
closely  approximate    the  existing  dirt   road. 

The  cadastral   survey  within   the  entire  Master  Unit  creates 
problems    in  many  places.      Currently,    the   boundary  between 
California  and  Arizona    Is   being   re-established.      The  survey 
within   the  Public  Domain   is    lacking   In  some  places  and  needs 
re-survey   in  other  places.      Because  of    the   rugged  and  desolate 
nature  of  most  of    the  Public  Domain,    the  poor  survey  situation 
can  be    tolerated   in  most  places   for  many  years.      However,    in 
some  areas,    the  near   future  will   witness    the  development  of 
urban  areas  and   recreation  areas.      These  sites  will    certainly 
require  a  survey  or   re-survey  when  a  need  for    the  particular 
development  has   been  established. 

Minerals 

The  Bureau's   participation   in    the  development  of    the  mineral 
resources  will    largely    Involve  sales  of  sand-gravel    and 
decorative  or  construction  material.      This  mineral   material    Is 
primarily  non-locatable  under   the  mining   laws   and   Is    therefore 
subject   to  purchase   from   the  Bureau. 

West  of  Lake  Havasu,  on  the  Public  Domain  Lands,  are  valuable 
deposits  of  pebbles.      These  pebbles  are  used   for  decorative 
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and  construction  purposes  in  homes,  gardens,  and  commericial 
estabj  ishments. 

Adjacent  to  the  Big  Maria  Mountains,  north  of  Blythe,  the  Bureau 
has  authorized  the  sale  and  removal  of  thousands  of  tons  of 
valuable  'driftwood"  rock.   This  rock  is  primarily  used  to 
decorate  the  fronts  of  commercial  establishments  and  homes. 

South  of  Blythe  and  the  Palo  Verde  Valley  and  along  the  Glamis- 
Palo  Verde  road  are  extensive  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel.   The 
Bureau  has  established  a  program  of  sale  to  private  consumers 
and  free  use  permits  to  governmental  agencies.   Much  of  this 
material  is  now  being  used  and  will  be  used  In  the  construction 
of  new  roads  within  the  Master  Unit. 

The  most  significant  mineral  problem  confronting  the  Bureau  is 
the  control  of  materials  trespass.   In  the  past  two  years,  the 
Bureau  has  initiated  an  active  program  of  trespass  abatement  by 
demanding  payment  for  unlawful  removal  of  mineral  materials 
Including  common  varieties  extracted  under  the  guise  of  mining 
locations.  Many  of  the  problems  have  centered  around  the 
"Orlf twood"  removals.   Other  phases  of  this  program  are    to 
educate  the  public  in  regard  to  saleable  and  1  oca  table  minerals 
and  to  secure  cooperation  from  the  various  counties  and  the 
State  Oivision  of  Highways  in  "policing"  against  unauthorized 
removal  of  materials. 
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In    the   future,    the    trend     hould  be    to  de-emphasize   range 
projects,    leases   and  grazing  within    the  Master  Unit.      Certainly, 
the  present   range  use  should  not  present  any  hinde ranee   to 
future   recreation  expansion. 

Along  with   grazing,   watershed  management   is  not  an   important 
use  of   the    lands.      The    low  annual    precipitation,    compounded 
by   the  near   lack  of  water-retaining  vegetation  makes   the   land 
marginal    in   the  process  of  catching  and  spreading  water   for 
the  perculation  processes. 

Should    the  need  be  apparent,    some  minor  diversion  and  small 
earth  dams  may  be  constructed   to  check  the   infrequent  desert 
floods.      The  control   of  groundwater  mining  should  be  stressed 
wherever  possible. 

Real    Estate  Management  Programs 

Introduction 

The  "Real    Estate  Management*    phase  of   this    report   Is  designed 

to  describe  whet  land  actions  are  necessary   to  service  and 

coordinate  Bureau     f  Land  Management  programs. 

Historically,    land  applications   have  been  very  few   in  number 
along   the  Lower  River.      There  has  ne\fer  been  an  active  Interest 
to  obtain  Public  Domain   lands    through   public  sales,    small 
tracts,   selections,    scrip,   exchanges  or  even   through   the 
Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act.      There  has   been  some   interest, 
at  Vldal,    for  agricultural    entries;    however,    the  Vidal    area   is 
essentially  non-agricultural    in  character,    due   to   the   lack  of 
i  rrlgatl on  water.  -24- 
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The  lack  of  previous  land  activity  involving  the  Public  Domain 
was  probably  due  to  the  great  distance  from  metropolitan  areas, 
the  barren  and  inaccessible  terrain,  and  that  most  of  the  Public 
Domain  land  is  distant  from  the  river. 

In  consideration  of  the  above,  most  land  actions  will  largely 
be  the  result  of  Bureau  motion  activity.   Lands  available  under 
the  land  laws  for  various  uses,  will  largely  depend  on  the  pre- 
classifications  set  forth  on  the  Land  Use  Hap  (Plate  V).  Much 
of  the  pre-classi f! cation  is  the  result  of  already  known  land 
needs  indicated  by  various  governmental  agencies.   These  pre- 
classi  f  I  cations  are  subject  to  review  and  amendment  as  the 
evident  need  arises. 

Land  Di  sposi  tions 

A  land  disposition  program  within  the  Lower  Colorado  River 

Master  Unit  Is  important  and  necessary  for  the  following  reasons: 

(a)  To  eliminate  land  from  Federal  ownership  which  Is 
not  needed  for  any  Federal  program.   Such  land  is 
excess  to  Federal  needs  and  the  public  interest  can 
best  be  served  through  title  transfer. 

(b)  The  vast  majority  of  lands  in  the  Master  Unit  are 
within  Federal  ownership.   The  sale  of  some  of  these 
lands  would  serve  as  a  stimulant  to  the  river  economy, 

(c)  In  the  absence  of  any  Federal  regulations  authorizing 
private  subdivision  development  on  the  Federal  lands, 
a  land  sale  program  could  partially  serve  as  a  supple- 
mental means  to  subdivision  growth. 

(d)  To  satisfy  scrip,  selection,  public  sale,  and  other 
land  applications.   Many  of  the  lands  may  be  used  as 
"Selected  Lands'  for  exchanges  in  furtherance  of 
Federal  programs. 


-25- 


,  a60T6  n>,  ^s  ib  ie 

J  torn  j  d   »ftJ 

noQ 

y;  m  ,av.  iimsbl* 

»t   ariJ   ad 

-s 

I 

I    A 

9*! 

(o) 

{sisbu'l   ari  iiq 

-isftto  bns   ,sfft« 

-       l>  -■  •-     ■«  -.-...-       9:-,i     fo    Vfisi'!       .  a*iO  i.tft.    I    ■:«,-      ■•.-.  ft| 

6TgOTq     { 


With   the  aforementioned   reasons   in  mind,   a    land  disposition 
program  will   be   instituted.      This  disposition  program  will 
involve   two  phases,    (1)    Bureau  motion  sales  and    (2)    allowance 
of  proper   land  applications. 

Lands    involved   in   this  disposition  program  are  shown  on   the 
Bureau's  "Land  Use  Map1    in   the  pocket  of   this   report   (Plate  V). 

It  should  be  pointed  out   that   land  applications  such  as  small 
tracts  or  agricultural    applications  will    probably  not  be 
processed   for   lands  under   the  "Land  Disposition"  category,   and 
they  may  be  rejected.      In  most  instances,    the    lands  would  not 
be  proper  for  agriculture  or  small    tracts. 

The  development  of   towns! tes   is   to  be  discussed   in  a  following 
section  of    this   report. 

Recreation  and  Public  Purposes 

The  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act  will    be  used  extensively 
to   title   transfer  and   lease   recreation    (and  public  purpose) 
properties   to  State  and   local   government  and  non-profit  agencies, 

Already,    based  on   the  Lower  Colorado  River  Land  Use   Plan,    there 
are  many  known   lands  which  are  desired  by   the  State  01 v I >i on  of 
Beaches  and  Parks  and  by   the   involved  counties.     An   inventory 
of   land  needs   by  various  agencies   Is  of   record   in    the  Riverside 
District  Office. 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  must  make  several    determinations 

in  processing  a   recreation  application. 
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These  are  briefly  as  follows: 

(a)  That  the  highest  and  best  use  of  a  property  is  for 
recreation. 

(b)  That  the  applying  agency  is  competent  to  do  the  job. 

(c)  That  the  lands  should  be  either  sold,  leased,  or 
retained. 

In  the  process  of  pre-classi fying  recreation  and  public  purposes 

land  (Plate  V),  the  criteria  under  a,  b,  and  c  above  must  be 

considered. 

Numerous  recreation  properties  have  been  designated  as  transfer 
tracts  on  the  Land  Use  Map  in  this  report.   These  lands  have 
satisfied  the  above  three  criteria,  although  the  future  admin- 
istering agency  (under  b  above)  is  not  always  known  until 
application  is  f  i  led. 

Some  of  the  counties  have  requested  parcels  of  the  Public 
Domain  Land  to  be  retained  in  federal  ownership  for  future 
development.   These  parcels  are  small  in  size  and  generally 
scattered  in  location.   The  California  State  Division  of  Beaches 
and  Parks  has  indicated  the  need  for  large  parcels  near  Topock 
Gorge,  the  Whipple  Mountains,  and  Picacho  Camp.   These  lands 
are   primarily  valuable  for  park  or  regional  recreation  purposes. 

Many  of  the  potential  park  and  recreation  lands  within  the 
Public  Domain,  such  as  some  of  the  lands  near  Topock  Gorge 
and  Picacho  Camp,  could  in  time  be  developed  for  recreation 
or  park  use  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 
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However,  It  would  not  be  in  the  public  interest  to  withhold 
their  title  transfer  or  lease  to  an  agency  which  has  sound 
plans  for  development,  which  Is  competent  and  which  has 
experience  In  recreation  development. 

The  above  analysis  is  generally  valid  for  those  lands  designated 
as  'Recreation  Transfer  Tracts"  on  the  Land  Use  Map;  however, 
two  areas  In  particular  offer  recreation  potential  of  a  high 
order.   These  areas  are  Whipple  Mountains  and  Parker  Strip 
(eleven  mi  le  strip) . 

Current  planning  for  the  above  areas  has  indicated  that  two 
separate  agencies  are  slated  for  control  and  development, 
(1)  the  county,  for  intensive  development  of  the  "strip"  lands 
along  the  river  and  (2)  the  California  State  Division  of 
Beaches  and  Parks,  for  the  development  and  preservation  of  the 
majestic  Whipple  Mountains. 

The  river  strip  lands  with  the  majestic  backdrop  of  the  Whipple 
Mountains  form  a  completely  compact  and  unique  recreation 
complex,  In  similar  respect  to  the  Yosemi te  Valley  surrounded 
by  Its  vast  stretches  of  wilderness.   The  river  strip  lands 
are  only  unique  because  of  the  inspiring  atmosphere  afforded 
by  the  surrounding  mountains. 

The  Whipple  Mountains  themselves  are  of  scenic,  historic  and 
geologic  significance;  and,  will  only  be  ?cpr*-i^ted  by 
recreationists  because  of  their  close  proximity  to  the  popular 
river  strip  lands. 
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This  complex  of  river  and  mountains  forms  a  single  recreation 
unit  of  state-wide  and  even  national  significance,  and  should 
be  administered   through  a  single  state  or  federal    agency. 

The  Whipple  Mountains  -   Parker  Strip  ar%a  should  furnish    low 
cost   recreation  opportunities.      The  adjoining   river  front    Indian 
lands  will    be  developed   for    their  highest  monetary   return.      This 
means  high-cost  and  high  density  deve 1 opmen ts .      The  Parker   Strip 
River   lands   should  not   follow  suit. 

It  should  be  pointed  out   that    the  Parker  Strip   lands  are  under 
Reclamation  Withdrawal    and   the  majority  of    the  Whipple  Mountains 
are  unappropriated  Public  Domain  or  under  proposed  Reclamation 
restoration.*     The  Public  Domain  Lands  within   the  Whipple  Moun- 
tains are  shown  on    the  Land  Use  Map    (Plate  V)    as   a  'recreation 
transfer    tract".      The  purpose  herein    Is    to  show   that   these   lands 
may   be   transferred  under   the  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act; 
however,   an  appropriate  state  or   federal    agency  should  obtain 
tenure  and  be   in    the  position    to  develop  both    the  "strip''  and   the 
Whipples.      The  Bureau  of   Land  Management  could  accomplish    the    task 
of  developing   the  "Whipples*    and   the  "Strip"    through    the  establishment 
of  a  project  area  similar   in  concept   to   the  Bureau's   proposed  "King 
Range  Project  Area"    in  Humboldt  County,    California. 


*  Proposed  Reclamation   Restoration    lands  are  depicted  as  Public 
Domain  on  Plate  V    in   the  Addenda. 
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It  should  be  pointed  out   that   those   lands  pre-classl  fled  for 
Recreation  and  Public  Purposes    (recreation   transfer   tracts) 
on   the  Land  Use  Hap  are  not   the  only  properties  available  for 
recreation  and  public  purposes.     Almost  any  suitable  properties 
within   the  Multiple  Use  Areas,    the  Land  and  Wildlife  Management 
Areas  and  the  Land  Disposition  Areas  can  be   leased  or   transferred 
for  recreation  and  public  purposes  provided   that   the  previously 
mentioned   three  criteria  are  satisfied. 

The  various   recreation  sites  and  areas  shown  on   the  Land  Use 
Map  are  a  portion  of   the  Bureau's   recreation  Inventory  and  are 
of   record  In   the  Riverside  District  Office. 

Towns! tes 

The  urban  needs  within   the  subject  program  areas  are  not 
excessive   (Appendix  1).      There   is  an  abundance  of  potential 
residential    properties;   however,  many  of   these  properties  are 
under  Federal   or   Indian  Reservation  ownership. 

The  vast  majority  of   the  potential    residential   and  commercial 
properties  of   the  Public  Domain  will    be  administered  as  described 
under  I  tern  "c"   in   the  Land  Disposition  section  of   this   report, 
In   the  belief   that  private  enterprise  will    develop  the  needed 
improvements  when   there   is   the  demand.     Certain   lands  will   be 
developed  by   the  Bureau  under   the  Townsite   laws,    for   the  following 
reasons: 
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1.  Hany  of  the  unauthorized  occupants  along  the  river, 
when  their  leases  have  expired,  will  need  alternate 
homesl tes. 

2.  There  are  people  within  Southern  California  who  want 
homesl  tes  on   Inexpensive  properties   near   the  River. 

3.  The  development  of  a   towns!  te  should   tend   to  stimulate 
the   local   economy. 

Possible   towns! tes  have  been  selected  by   the  Bureau  and  are 
shown  on   the  Land  Use  Hap   (Plate  V). 

The   towns! tes  which  have  been  selected  were   thought  to  be 
appropriate  because   they  offer   (l)    suitable   terrain,    (2)   are 
reasonably  near  the   river,    (3)   are  generally  near  concentrations 
of  unauthorized  occupants  and   (k)   have   legal   access  and   the 
potential    for  obtaining  utilities. 

For  any   towns)  te   to  satisfy   the  needs  of   the  unauthorized 
occupants,    there  should  be  some  provision   that   the  properties 
will   not  be  purchased  by  a  host  of  land  speculators  and  promoters. 

Generally,   homes! tes  under   the  Small   Tract  Act  will    not  be 
developed  within   the  Master  Unit.      Previous  experience  with 
small    tract  developments  has  shown   that   the   tracts  are  generally 
purchased  for  speculative  reasons,    that  development  is  unsightly, 
that   the  various   tracts  are  seldom  used  and  are  usually  without 
the  necessary  utilities  or  adequate  sanitary  facilities. 
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Agriculture 

Agriculture  within   the  Master  Unit  Is  of  minor   Importance. 

It   Is   not  contemplated    that  any  of    the  Public  Domain  will    be 

pre-ctassifled   for  agricultural    purposes.     Agricultural    pursuits 

under   the  agricultural    laws  have  proven   to  be  dismal    failures 

in   the  Southern  California  deserts. 

However,    the  Bureau's  "Land  Disposal'    program  within   the  Master 
Unit  may  contain  some  marginal    agricultural    lands.      If  any   lands 
which  are  sold,   are  agricultural    In  character,    then   it  is 
assumed   that  private  enterprise  can  develop  these   lands   to   their 
highest  potential . 

Residual   Land 

The  highest  and  best  use  of  certain   lands  within   the  Master  Unit 
has  not  been  deter  Ined  or  studied  sufficiently.      It  Is  not 
considered  advisable      to  alter   the  current  status  of   these 
properties  until    their  highest  use  is  apparent.      In  all   probaba- 
billty,    these   lands  will    prove    to  be  primarily  valuable  for 
exchange  purposes   in  furtherance  of  Federal    programs,   valuable 
for   Inclusion  within  a   land  and  wildlife  withdrawal   or  valuable 
for  disposi  tlon. 

Lands  of   the  above  nature  wi  1 1   be  depicted  on   the  Land  Use  Plan 
as     Residual    Land"    (Plate  V). 
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k.     Typical  of  the  Public  Domain. 


Trespass 

Trespass  on   the  Reclamation   lands  along   the  Lower  Colorado 
River  has    long  been  a  problem.      Trespass  on   the  Public  Domain 
is   almost  non-existent  except  for  a   few  scattered  occupancies. 
There   is  not  contemplated  any  special    program  of    trespass 
abatement  by   the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,   other   than  present 
standard  activities.      Norma)   procedures  of   trespass  control   and 
processing  of   trespass  cases  has  proven   to  be  effective  within 
this  Master  Unit.      Unless  conditions  change,    there  wi  11   be   little 
or  no  alteration  in   the  Bureau's  present   trespass  control    program. 

Withdrawals 

The  withdrawals  along   the  Lower  River  are  extensive  and  certainly 

require   immediate  review  accompanied     v  an  appropriate  action 

program. 

The   land  status   indicates   lands  which  are  currently  under  proposed 
Reclamation   restoration.      These   lands  will    be   restored  under  normal 
operating  procedures. 

The  vast  majority  of  withdrawn   lands  aro  under  Bureau  of 
Reclamation  Withdrawal    (Plate  V).      It  can  be  assumed   that  many 
of   these   lands  are  not  needed  for  those  purposes  envisoned  by 
the  withdr  wal.      These   lands  should  be  restored   to   the  operation 
of   the  Public   Land  Laws  and    to    the  administration  of    the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management. 
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Presently,    the  plans  of    the  Lower  Colorado  River  Land  Use 
Office  have  not  fully  crystallized.      The  designated  land  uses 
and  agency  jurisdictions  are  now  being  presented   in  final    form. 
The  Land  Use  Office  has  planned  for  numerous  uses,   on  Reclamation 
Lands,    to  be   initiated   by  various   county,    state  and  federal 
governments*     Whether  all    the  Reclamation  Withdrawn   lands  are 
still   needed  for  river  control,   etc.,    Is  not  known,   but  wi 1 1    be 
determined  at   the  proper   time. 

A  complete  withdrawal  review  cannot  be  finished  at  this  time. 
However,  there  soon  must  be  a  determination  of  what  withdrawn 
lands  are  actually  needed  for  reclamation  purposes. 

Further,    it  is  not  improper   to  suggest   that  all  Withdrawn   lands, 
which  are  not  needed  for   reclamation  purposes,   should  be  returned 
to  Bureau  of  Land  Management  jurisdiction  an<li   the  administration 
of   those   lands  could  be   in  close  coordination  with  other  river 
developments  and  plans. 
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TABLE  OF  ACREAGES 

Acreage 

I.            Public  Domain  756,000 

A.  Management  Lands    (Retention)  515,000 

1.  Multiple  Use  Lands  471,000 

2.  Picacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Management 

Area  44,000 

B.  Real   Estate  Management  Lands  285,000 

1.  Recreation  Transfer  Tracts  190,000 

2.  Residual   Lands  70,000 

3.  Excess  Lands    (disposable)  25,000 


II.  Wi thdrawn  Lands 

A.  Reclamation 

B.  Sports  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 

C.  Picacho  Land  and  Wildlife  Management 
Area 

III.  Indian  Land 

IV.  Private  Land    (Includes  states  and  counties) 

Total  — 


175,000 
123,000 
40,000* 

44,000 

84,000 

2G0.00C  j 
1,200,000  -  acres 


♦Mostly  on  Reclamation  withdrawn  land. 
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The  following  Is  documentary  and  reference  material  pertinent 
to  the  Lower  Colorado  River  Master  Unit  In  Riverside  District 
files: 

1.  Withdrawal    Review   Inventory   (not  completed) 

2.  Recreation   inventory 

3.  Lower  Colorado  River  Initial  Analysts 
k.  District  Minerals  Inventory 

5.  District  Township  and  Range  Files 

6.  Status  forms  and  status  map,  11/20/62 

7.  "Land  Suitable  for  Townsites",  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  Map,  1/11/63. 

8.  "Land  Use  Plan  for  the  Public  Domain  Lands", 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  Map,  3/1^/62. 

9.  State  and  County  plans,  narratives  and  maps. 

10.     Cooperative  data  between  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
and  the  Lower  Colorado  River  Land  Use  Office. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  RESIDENTIAL  REQUIREMENTS 

FOR  THE 
CALIFORNIA  SIDE  OF  THE  LOWER  COLORADO  RIVER 

YEARS  1S&3  THROUGH  2000 

Riverside  District  Office  -  January,  1363 


INTRODUCTION 

This  report  is  the  result  of  an  investigation  by  the  Riverside  District 
Office  of  the  residential  requirements  (and  the  availability  of  suit- 
able residential  acreage)  along  the  California  side  of  the  Lowar 
Colorado  River.  The  lands  covered  by  this  narrative  arc  within  the 
Lowar  Colorado  River  Master  Unit  and  are  generally  all  within  a  township 
distance  of  the  river. 

POTENTIAL  TEfflSITE  LANDS 

The  potential  residential  sites  are  outlined  on  the  accompanying  Status 
and  Towns  I  te  V.ap   of  the  Lower  Colorado  River.  It  should  be  pointed  out 
that  lands  designated  as  potentially  valuable  for  townsites  are  not 
generally  those  lands  which  offer  high  recreation  potential  (excepting 
the  "River  Dunes"  site).  Also,  townsites  were  generally  not  designated 
In  Isolated  locations  at  great  distance  from  the  river.  All  land  which 
Is  reasonably  close  to  the  river,  which  Is  topographically  suitable  and 
which  is  proper  for  residential  purposes  from  the  standpoint  of  highest 
and  best  use,  is  designated  In  this  report.  Lands  available  for  town- 
site  development  are  summarized  as  follows: 

A.   Private  Lands 

Undeveloped  private  lands  reasonably  near  the  river  which  could  be 
subdivided  -  20, COO  r.crcs  or  40^000  lots  (Including  land  for 
schools,  parks,  commercial  centers  and  roads).  This  acreage  figure 
does  not  include  the  thousands  of  acres  of  privately-owned  culti- 
vated lands  in  the  Palo  Verde  and  Yuma  Project  areas. 

B»   ^tional^  Lend  Reserve 

National  Land  Reserve  and  proposed  restoration  land  which  could  be 
subdivided  -  21,000  acres  or  40,000  lots  (including  land  for 
schools,  parks,  commercial  centers  and  roads). 

C.   tndirn  Lands 

iMojavc  and  Colorado  River  reservations  only  -  thousands  of  suitable 
acres  can  bo  available  for  residential  use  In  the  future.  At 
present,  a  13,000  acre  lease  in  the  ."iOJave  Reservation  (California, 
Nevada  end  Arizona)  is  under  consideration. 


In  the  Colorado  River  Indian  P;     tlon  there  have  been  ti  o  plans 
and  several  proposals  along  the  river  strip  north  of  Parker.     The 
remaining  portion  of  this  reservation  south  of  Parker  is  also  suit- 
able and  available  for  development  ti    h  sound  loose  proposals. 
The  Indians  are  Interested  In  the  highest  dollar  return  for  this 
land.  Mr.  John  Dibbcrn,  Supervisor  of  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  at 
Parker,  Arizona,  believes  the  Indian  lands  can  easily  handle  the 
residential  requirements  along  the  river  to  the  year  2000. 

Within  California,  the  two  reservations  offer  at  least  15,000  acres 
within  one  mile  from  the  river  that  are  suitable  for  homes! te 
development. 

D-   Reclamation  Withdrew  Lands 

Reclamation  Withdrawn  land  which  could  be  subdivided  -  10,000  acres 
or  20,000  lots  (includes  land  for  roads,  parks,  schools  and 
commercial  centers).  This  acreage  includes  the  previously  designated 
proposed  River  Dunes  and  Qui  en  Saba  towns Ites. 

Included  In  the  above  acreages  are  towns! tes  proposed  by  the  Riverside 
District  Office  which  are  suitable  and  proper   for  squatter  rc-location. 
Those  sites  are  as  follows; 

"",- .  1  -^Cross roads  Tpvrr.s  i  te 

Section  35:  Portions  of  Lots  2  and  3 

T.  1  N.,  ft.  26^£.,  S.B.M, 
Section  2:  k,!,. 


Section  3:  NE&l 


100  acres  -  300  lots 


This  site  encompasses  potential  recreation  and  commercial  property 
but  Is  excellently  located  for  relief  of  squatters  along  the 
"Eleven  Mile  Strip".  However,  sub-standard  developments  would  not 
be  desirable  in  this  location. 

..  .  2  -  Qui  en  Sabe  'Ar.^nsite 


T.  3  S.t  R.  23  £..  s.r... ! 
Section  3  0:  Ali 


Section  11:  W£W$ 


800  acres  -  2400  lots 
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This  si  to  has  been  previously  considered  for  residential  develop- 
ment. A  portion  of  this  towns! to  or  portions  of  adjoining  lands 
to  the  north  could  be  sot  aside  for  squatter  re-location,   in  all 
probability,  the  N^NE^  Section  10  is  the  most  appropriate  for 
squatter  re-locatlon.  This  would  give  80  acres  or  250  lots, 

NO.  3  -  Arroyo  Scco  Towns ite 

T.  IPS.,  ft.  2j  £..  S.D.-M, 
Section  26:  UjllEi 

80  acres  -  250  lots 

The  above  listed  squatter  sites  are  all  on  Reclamation  Withdrawn  land, 
are  all  near  the  river,  are  all  near  existing  squatter  concentrations 
and  ere  all  on  suitable  terrain.  In  addition  to  the  above  sites,  the 
Lower  Colorado  River  Land  Use  Office  may  have  chosen  certain  areas  in 
which  to  re- locate  squatters. 

PPQPPSSD  PRIVATE  AWP  INDIA??  LAND  RESIC^KTIAL  DSVGLCPiMFNTS 

A  survey  of  new  and  proposed  private  subdivisions  along  the  river  was 
conducted,  however,  new  developments  are  of  only  minor  importance  Q^d 
do  not  affect  this  report.  There  are  presently  some  lots  being  offered 
at  Lake  Hevosu  adjacent  to  the  Needles  Boat  Landing  and  a  few  miles 
north  of  the  landing. 

The  ponding  lease  of  Indian  lends  in  the  Mojave  Indian  Reservation  and 
the  contemporary  land  use  studies  of  the  "Bluewater"  area  (six  mile 
strip  north  of  Parker)  In  the  Colorado  Wlvor   Indian  Reservation  are  the 
only  other  activities  Involving  residential  development  within  California, 
The  current  residential  developments  and  plans  along  the  river  do  not 
represent  substantial  residential  growth. 

AKALV515 

Apparently,  the  major  factor  behind  the  present  slow  residential  develop- 
ment is  not  the  lack  of  available  land,  but  the  present  lack  of  demand 
and  legitimate  need  for  dwelling  units  by  persons  now  living  outside  the 
river  area.  As  yet,  there  is  not  sufficient  desire  for  homes  along  the 
river,  excepting  sites  needed  by  displaced  squatters.  However,  the 
growth  of  recreation  along  with  related  industries  will  establish  the 
demand  for  dwelling  units  in  the  future. 

Population  data  obtained  from  San  Bernardino,  Riverside  and  Imperial 
Counties  indicates  that  the  present  population  of  the  Lower  Colorado 
River  Hester  Unit  Is  10,000  to  12,000.  Population  projections  to  the 
year  1930  and  the  year  2000  are  nebulous.  Based  on  available  informa- 
tion, there  should  be  at  least  a  30,000  population  by  1980,  Considering 
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the  I9S0-I930  ratio,  there  should  be  at  least  a  70,000  population  by 
the  year  2000. 

In  oil  probability,  the  above  fl  .       edly,  the 

r  i>wG  fl^^rc   ic  more  reliable  than  the  year  2000  figure.  Many 
factors  exist  which  can  ant  I  qua  to  the  above  Figures.  Soma  of  these 
Sectors  are  the  use  of  solar  power  for  Industry,  salt  water  conversion, 
improved  transportation  and  growth  of  recreatl  n. 

Therefore,  if  wo  should  double  the  year  2000  population  figure,  there 
wou  1  d  be  a  ro-s \ den t i a  1  requ i  rotnen t  fo r  I -'. 0 , 0(     pie.  Ass.. 

;ers  per  family  living  Sn  a  low  density  environment,  there  will  be 
needed  40,000  lots  which  would  require  20,000  acres  of  land.  This 
acreage  figure  includes  land  for  schools,  roads,  shopping  centers,  etc. 

A  correlation  between  the  population  projection  (to  the  year  2000)  and 
the  land  availability  is  summarized  as  follows: 

Land  Ave?  l.-/>i }  <  ty  Lan-.'  . '  .-  ■■;  r  .  :■ ':  '  •  ■  -■:.   : ",  ."•'■   .  :■■'-. 

Private  La;-d  -  20,000  ecr. ... 
h'.L.R.  -  21 ,000  acres 
Indian  Land     -  15,000  acres 

Reel.  With.  Land  *»  10,000  r.cr^s 

Total       66,000  acres   20,000  acres  total 

Th^   private  land  and  the  Indian  lend  can  easily  support  the  residential 
requirements  to  the  year  2000.  From  the  standpoint  or   desirability,  the 
Indian  lands  offer  the  best  h   >lt«   >tcntlal.  Towns ites  designated  on 
the  accompanying  map  which  arc  located  on  private  or  Reclamation  Wlthdr* 
lands  are  of  eqi    sslrabflity  depending,  of  course,  upon  the  specific 
site  Involved.  Generally,         Its  distance  from  the  river,  the 
national  Land  Reserve  offers  the  least  desirable  opportunities  for  home- 
site  development. 


--.*" 


T.3IS. 


T32S. 


R.65E.    M. 
LAkE    J\E/\0E 


TI2N. 


T.  1 1  N. 


R.2IW. 


T.ION. 


T.  9  N. 


T.8N 


T.7N. 


T.  21  N. 


T.20N. 


T.6N. 


T.5N. 


LEGEND 
—  —MASTER    UNIT  BOUNDARY 

INOIAN    RESERVATION    BOUNDARIES 

|      RECLAMATION     WITHDRAWALS 
j'    ' .'.')      POTENTIAL     TOWNSITES 
|r^V  j      RESIDUAL  IFume,  slud,  neeol 
|  |      RECREATION    TRACTS 

]      PICACHO  LAND  81  WILDLIFE   MANAGEMENT    AREA 
]      MULTIPLE    USE    LANDS 
J      DISPOSABLE     LANDS 
]      PRIVATE 


RAL    04 S  CO 


R  20  W. 


T.  15  N. 


T.  I4N. 


•7\ 


R.I9W. 


T5N. 


T.4N. 


T.3N. 


T.2N 


TIN 


R.22W. 


R.2IW. 


R.20W. 


the  Son  Bernardino  Base  and  Meridian 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT    OF   THE   INTERIOR 

BUREAU    OF    LAND    MANAGEMENT 

LOWER   COLORADO  MASTER  U  Nl  T- CALI  FORMA 

NEEDLES,  PARKER,  BLYTHE    SPICACHO 

PROGRAM   AREAS 

LAND    USE 


SCALE     OF    MILES 


WWW-.  1-st* 
MUICO 


R.  23W. 


LEGEND 

MASTER    UNIT  BOUNDARY 

INDIAN    RESERVATION    BOUNDARIES 

tffv'SI      RECLAMATION     WITHDRAWALS 

l23      POTENTIAL     TOWNSITES 

'^^]       RESIDUAL  (Futher  studyneed) 

I  1      RECREATION    TRACTS 

II  I  ! '  I      PICACHO  LAND  8  WILDLIFE    MANAGEMENT   AREA 
k\\1      MULTIPLE    USE    LANDS 

]      PRIVATE 


Master  Unit  within  the  SanBernorid.no  Base  and  Meridian 
Sheet  2  of  2  -  South  Holt 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT    OF    THE   INTERIOR 

BUREAU    OF    LAND    MANAGEMENT 

LOWER  COLORADO  MASTER  UNI  T-  CALI  FORNI A 

NEEDLES.PARKER,  BLYTHE    8  PICACHO 

PROGRAM  AREAS 


LAND    USE 


SCALE     OF    MILES 


< 


o 


0* 


^VoGc£^ 


.t«» 


?& 


o 


